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myth regarding Vasistha (VII* 88. 3, 4). Vasistha was com-
pelled to go on a boat with Varuna. The boat was made to
move on the sea (sky) during the day time by Varuna. Vasistha
was happy on this boat-like swing. (6) When the king Sudasa
was attacked by ten aboriginal kings he defeated them with
the-help-of Indra and Varuna (VII. 83. 7, 8).

Lastly, we find many requests to Mitra and Varuna. A
few of these entreaties are of importance to us. They have
been invoked for protection from great distress (Vrhadvarutha)
(VIH. 18. 20) and three distresses (trivaruiha) (VIII. 18. 21).
Indra and Varuna together have been invoked for progeny,
fertile land, and'long life (IV. 41. 6).

We find mention of Mitra and Varuna in the Brahmanas.
Opposing- qualities have often been attributed to Mitra and
Varuna: Mitra is right, Varuna left (Taitt 1. 7. 10. 1);
water (payah) is Mitra's and Soma is Varuna's (Satapath. 4. 1,
4, 9); Mitra is prdna, Varuna is apdna (Satapath. 8. 4. 2, 6 ;
etc.); Mitra is day, Varuna is night (Aitareya. 4, 10); and so
on. Again, Varuna has been called the year (sambatsara)
(Satapath. 4. 1, 4," 10).

In the ancient astronomical treatises, Mitra is regarded
as the presiding deity of Anurddhd naksatra (Yajusa. 10, 33;
Arc. 10, 26; Soma-siddhanta 4. 6-34; Surya-siddhanta 8. 18)
and Varuna is that of Satabhisd (Yaj. 34; Arc. 27 ; Brahma-
siddhanta 2. 174; Pitamaha-siddhanta). The saptaml tithi
in connection with the Satabhisd naksatra in the month of
Agrahdyaqa is recognised as Mitra-saptaml.

Mithras is the Iranian form of the Vedic Mitra (Plunket,
p. 81). He was the sun-god of the Persians and his worship
was introduced into Rome about the time of the fall of the
Republic. The birthday of the sun-god was kept at the winter-
solstice, but the great festivities in his honour were held at the
season of the spring equinox. Mithras used to be represented
in sculpture as thrusting Ms dagger into the neck of the mystic
bull. Sometimes a scorpion was made to join with Mithras
in his attack upon the Bull (Plunket, pp. 61-64).

Coming to the opinion of the Vedic scholars, we see that
Mitra is regarded as l a sun-god or a god of light specially con-
nected with the sun' (Macdonell's Vedic Mythology, p. 30).
The physical nature of Varuna has been discussed in Vedic
HyQu]fogyr pp. 27-28. ' According to the generally received
opinion \ Varuna e is the encompassing sky *. Varuna later
on became the god of the sea. Oldenberg regarded Varuna
as representing the moon, but this is not accepted by Macdonell.
I shall how set forth my own views on the physical basis
of Mitpa and Varuna. We have already obtained some evi-
deaee regarding the physical nature of Mitra from our knowledge
of the Persian sun-god Mithras. His representation as killing
. Ifce Boil with the help of Scorpion has already been interpreted